
The ISS Department has a mission to 
encourage inclusivity and uniqueness in 

its diverse student population. The 
department provides support and special 

services for students seeking greater 
opportunities.
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Sing: February 1st, 2019 at 6:30 P.M.

Respect For All Week: February 11-19

Valentine Day Dance: February 12th - 4:00 P.M.

ISS Movie Event: February 13th

Blood Drive: February 12th

The ISS Club bake sale at Parent Teacher 
Conferences

Some of the ISS students came out and had a 
great time at the Pep Rally

Justice Patricia P. Satterfield Roundtable 
Discussion Event
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ISS Club representing the ISS 
Department during Open House Night



Hi, my name is Myles Chiarello and I am a student in the ISS
department. I am currently a senior at Francis Lewis High School. I
have an IEP as a result of a car accident when I was three and a half
years old. As a result, I have challenges with executive functioning.
The biggest struggle for me in school would be time management,
but if you have the right people helping you, you can accomplish
anything! My favorite subjects are computer science and virtual
enterprise; and I hope to work in the field of cybersecurity one day.

Hi, my name is Fatima Mirza and I am a senior at Francis Lewis High
School. I have a special disability. My favorite subject is American
Sign Language (ASL) because I get good grades on every
assignment and test. I take high school seriously and most of all get
the answers right in every subject. I would like to graduate from high
school and become a WWE wrestler, a teacher, or a police officer.

My name is Luis Marte. I’m 17 years old and I am a senior. Some of
my main interests are painting and looking at art. I love to admire
different types of art. Art allows you to express yourself any way that
you want. I also like to listen to music and I always have headphones
in my ear. When I’m not in school, I’m either skateboarding around
Queens or working at a school where I take care of children that
have disabilities. However, I do not want a career in education, I
want to become a police officer. I am currently attending a program
where I volunteer at a police precinct.

My name is Asia Lee Flores and I am senior at FLHS. At the
beginning of my day, I attend COOP-TECH (a half-day vocational
program). At COOP-TECH, I take a culinary class for two and a half
hours at another high school. After my culinary class, I come back
to school and finish the rest of my day by taking a math class and a
Functional Literature, which is a reading class for Alternate
Assessment students. This program helps me improve my reading
skills. I enjoy this program because it will benefit me in the future. In
my free time, I enjoy baking.
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Technology helps our students and 
teachers in the ISS department every 
day. Our students have the 
opportunity to utilize Smart Boards, 
Chromebooks, iPads, and apps to 
enhance their learning. Technology 
allows for higher engagement within 
our student body as well as better 
communication between students, 
teachers, and parents.

ISS Student Jon-Michael, Senior, 
stated that technology helps him 
"get his work done on time and 
helps him study" because he is able 
to research and complete 
assignments using the internet. Jon-
Michael also uses technology when 
reading texts. This helps him 
understand the information more 
clearly because he is an auditory 
learner. He included that the more 
technology he uses to help read out 
loud, the easier it is for him to pass 
his classes. Areej Amir, Junior, added 
“By using technology, we are able 
to explore the different ideas that 
are presented to us and look at 
different opinions. For example, in 
science classes, we can look up new 
vocabulary words and context clues 
related to them.” Students agree 
that technology can positively 
support their learning in and out of 
the classroom.

Teachers and staff members also see 
the benefits of technology at Francis 
Lewis High School. Christine 
Rowand, School Psychologist, said 
she uses technology every day to 
write reports, conduct meetings, and 
access student records. Christopher 
Sasso, English Teacher, stated “the 
great thing about technology is that

It gives you resources at 
your fingertips when you’re in 
the classroom.” Technology 
allows students to find resources on 
their grade level and for their ability. 
For many ISS students, technology 
also helps to adapt and modify 
the curriculum to fit their 
unique learning needs. For 
example, students can use 
technology to help change speech-to-
text for written assignments. 
Dajahnea Brady, Sophomore, added 
that technology can help students 
communicate using communication-
based apps. There are also apps 
available that are designed to help 
students who are auditory learners 
by reading texts out loud. Other 
modifications include enlarged text, 
language translation apps, audio 
recording for transcribing lectures, 
and cameras to take pictures of 
lectures.

Although technology can be 
immensely helpful, students and 
teachers highlighted some 
limitations. Ms. Amir stated, 
“Limited student access to different 
websites that might be helpful is 
frustrating.” Students agreed that 
broader access to certain websites 
would provide them with the ability 
to research more information while 
in school. On the other hand, 
Christine Rowand, School 
Psychologist, expressed that another 
drawback of technology is the 
addictive quality of the internet and 
smartphones. She stated, “There 
should be better controls on what 
students can access and when.” More 
emphasis should be placed on 
making sure students aren’t spending 
most of their day staring at their 

phones and/or screens. Although 
these limitations might be concerning 
for some, the impact technology has 
had on students and teachers has 
been overwhelmingly positive.

In the future, students and teachers 
would like to see even more 
technological advances at FLHS. Mrs. 
Rowand expressed that “pairing more 
audiobooks with printed books would 
be helpful for a lot of our Students.”                                          
Additionally, Mr. Sasso suggested that 
technology can be used to improve 
security by providing teachers with a 
swipe card system when entering and 
leaving the building.

Ultimately, technology is viewed by 
teachers and students alike as being 
extremely beneficial for Francis Lewis 
High School. As we continue to move 
through the ever-expanding 
technological era, it is important for 
our school to continue to grow and 
increase our use of technology 
wherever possible.

By:
Stephanie Smoller

Speech Language Pathologist

Dajahnea Brady,
Sophomore

Jon-Michael Gray,
Senior

Contributors:
Christopher Sasso- English Teacher, ISS
Christine Rowand- School Psychologist
Areej Amir- Junior



The TOP program is a Training Opportunities Program designed to support schools in 
guiding students with IEP’s through work-based learning that support their measurable 

post-secondary goals.

ISS Students have Two Options

Career Development Internship for ISS 12th graders.

Career Planning & Prep for ISS 9th, 10, and 11th graders.

This year we have fourteen students participating in the program and will receive an 
$800.00 stipend once their internship is complete.

For more information about the TOP program please see Mr. Rea in room 336

Interview With TOP Participant Ruth Jaquez
Q: Why did you join the TOP program?

A: I joined the TOP program because I wanted to do something 
productive during lunch. I also was looking for a job so I could make 
some money !

Q: What is the TOP program?

A: The TOP program is a program where students help teachers with 
work tasks. Students gain work experience for the future and it teaches 
them to become leaders. Students can also earn credits for their 
transcripts.

Q: What have you done in the TOP program?

A: I help teachers with office tasks such as organizing, cleaning, 
delivering papers, answering phone calls, and taking messages.

Q: How did you get involved in the TOP program? What did you need to 
do in order to join?

A: One of my teachers knew I wanted work experience and suggested I 
join. I had to complete an application and interview for the position.

Q: How can the TOP program help you in the future?

A: I feel like I gained new work experience and I learned how to 
collaborate with others. I also learned new banking skills and how to 
manage my money.
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ISS Club is a unique student organization that encourages 
differences in its diverse student population, influencing you to get 
out of  your comfort zone through numerous community activities 

that both raise awareness on important issues & build yourself  
confidence.
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• Leadership in School & Community
• Career discovery

• Mentorship & Support 
• Self  Advocacy

• Community Service
• New Experiences


